[Current status of dengue].
Dengue has become a major public health problem in intertropical areas where an estimated 60 million new cases and 30,000 deaths occur annually. The causative agent is transmitted by the bite of Aedes mosquitoes which are the main and perhaps only reservoir of the disease. In addition to increasing incidence clinical manifestations of dengue have changed over the last 40 years. An increasing number of reported cases involve hemorrhage, shock, and other severe complications especially in Southeast Asia, northern regions of South America, and the Caribbean. Some of the same factors responsible for these changes are probably implicated in the development of other emerging viral diseases.